but dzep down thers was emphiness, and alonensss that
enzulfzd me at times to tzars. Was it the same lonzliness
that made har belisve in fairies?

On= day; as she stumsad from plaving at the village
playerosnd she aslked me, “Nommy, why don't I have 2
daddy” Raju and Veena have a daddy, and sodoes Gita.”

I had over the vaars rshaarsed this quastion which I
knew shs would ones day ask But whean she did I didn't
know what to tall her. How was Ito tell a six vear old that
her daddy had sbandonad her before she was bom and that
her srandparents had disownad them? Could I tell her all
thoze? T had thought of answers that wers trothful, without
baing hurtful.

“Tina, darling. vou do have a daddy, but daddy had to
go zvay fromus.” Itold.

“Why?" shs asked.

Irzalized, I could not tell her the truth. Naverthelass I
consolad her, “Lots of voung girls have only nummy,
darlinz. And vou know that I love vou veryv nuch Iam
vyour daddy ané mummy.”

“Then my daddy is naver coming back””

“That's right dading. Ha’s naver coming back But you
havems forever and aver.”

Tina looksd very sad. She sat quistlv on mv lap. I
hsgzad her tizht. knowing she was hurt just asmuch as I
was. Whatcould Ido?

Her marsical fnends contimuzd to bz her constant
companions. she would r=lizicusly leave a savcer of milk
near the rosz bush 2ach evening. Ons svening she came
vp to me in great excitement.

‘Nummy, today I asked the Giry quesn togetme 2
daddy.”

Ilauzhad at her silliness. How innocent a chilé canbe,
living in a dream world. She was skippins with jov.

“You know what? The fairy queen told me she would
give ma 2 daddy if we could make a drass and a silver
cown

EXODUS -MonicaDi Sants, TR A

Love was all that counted for Aftzen vear-old Tereza.
Shz d=amt of 2 man who would bz with her through thick
and thin, and of a paradise far zway fom ths hidzous
ssrroundings whers she lived.

"Mamma." Terzsa pleaded. "Lat me zo. My friends ar=
leavinz. Some have alrzady l2ft. There I can start 2 naw
lifa. "

The war had just endad. Italv's sconomy was shatterad
like thoss of other Evropsan countrizs. Ruin poverty,
cnimes and social depression ware seen everywhers,
Rumors spread liks wild firs about fraway lands with
extraordinary natural resourcss, plenty of food to 2at and
sver 30 many 2asy ways of becoming rich.

"You'ra too voung to zo by voursalf I can’t come with
vou," answarad Maria.

Maria kmew most people in the little town of Scrono
werz leaving for America Even her fnends and relations
have left. Baing a widow with 2 weak heart. she didn't
dars to uvndertaks such 2 longz and hawd joumey: She kmew
it was a risky adventure.

As days and months passed Mana's health datenomtad.
Shs bzcams bad-ndden She knsw her davzhter would
stay with her till she braathed last. But what would happen
to her after her demis=? Who would cars for her7 She zot
wornad. She reasonsd and prayed.

"Terasa, I've mada a decision.”" Maria annosnced. 'Tm
dvineg. I wantvou sattled befors Iclose my aves. Il ot
vou go to America if vou gzaot mamisd befors vour
departurz."

" Mamma, I can't l2ave vou now. You're badly sick and
you nzed ma.”

"Don't cars too nuch about me. Illbe all rizht hereina
hospital."

Maria pant=é. A tint of purplish-blue coverad her lips.

"Relax, Mamma Wa can speak about this lateron™

Maria braathed deeply and said, "Dear Tresa, I know
Ill o12 wvery soon. Flease listen to me. You shoulc gt

-28- marnead and then gzo. Then I'ga]a'go inpaacs”
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